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APRIL 15, 2021 

UPDATE FROM CHAIRWOMAN DAVIS - 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT 

 

The American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) was passed by Congress on March 20, 2021, and signed into law on 

March 11, 2021. The plan contains over $20 billion in relief for all Tribal governments. The Comptroller, 

Legal Counsel and myself have participated in several Tribal consultations with various federal agencies in 

reference to allocation methodologies, timelines of dispersement of funds, and implementation policy dis-

cussions. Tribal consultations are ongoing in April before the United States Treasury will send out final 

guidance on how the ARP funds will be distributed to the Tribes. We have provided written comments to 

the Department of Interior and to other federal agencies during their consultations. 

The American Rescue Plan does specify equitable amounts to be distributed to the 574 federally recog-

nized tribes as of February 2, 2021. The Tribe will initially receive $1.2 million; the remaining $19 billion 

allocation formula has not yet been determined. The Tribe will be eligible to receive additional ARP funds 

once the Treasury, Health and Human Services, Federal Transit Administration, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

and other agencies finalize their allocation and grant guidelines. We have also joined Federal Agency con-

sultations with other Tribal governments during late March and April. We are expecting funding alloca-

tions from the governmental agencies in May 2021. They will issue final guidance for funding allocations 

at that time. 

At this time, we do not have the information on how the ARP funds will be distributed, or the parameters 

for expending the funds, once we receive that information, we will work together with our Departments, 

Executive Team and Tribal Council on how to budget for programs and projects. Initially, we have held a 

workshop with Legal Counsel, Departments, Executive Team and Tribal Council 

Any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at jddavis@plpt.nsn.us 
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