
NUMA NEWS 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

Pyramid Lake Girls Win Third Straight State Title 
 
By Nikki Pica, Sat., February 22, 2025 Nevada Sports Net 
 
The Pyramid Lake girls basketball was in a state title drought for over our decades 
before winning in 2023. Since then, the Lakers have been rolling through the 1A  
opponents in continuous seasons. The Lakers took on Eureka in the NIAA 1A state 
title game at Cox Pavilion in Las Vegas, Nevada and showed their dominance once 
again. In the 1A girls state championship game, Pyramid Lake defeated Eureka, 50-34.  
See full story at nevadasportsnet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senator Jacky Rosen and Chairman Wadsworth 

February 20, 2025 FB Post: “It was a pleasure to meet with Chairman 

Wadsworth of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe. I’m committed to being a 

partner for Tribal communities in our state and advocating on their behalf 

in the Senate.“ 

March 2025 





 



by Kelsey Penrose 

Friday, February 7, 2025 - 12:33pm  

 

 

Three years ago Anna Marie Scott, a 23-year-old Paiute mother of two small children, was found shot to death inside the trunk of a burning car 

left on the I-580 overpass between Carson City and Reno.  

Since her death, the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office has refused to release any information surrounding the incident while simultaneously re-

questing help from the community.  

Despite being asked multiple times over the years since her death, WCSO has refused to release even basic information such as how long Scott 

had been dead before she was discovered, the make or model of the car she was found in, what her movements were in the days leading up to 

her death, and if there are any suspects in the case, among others. They have also never commented on why this information cannot be released. 

 

Earlier this week, multiple requests were met with responses that a WCSO spokesperson would work with investigators to see what could be re-

leased on the case. After several days passed, along with multiple phone calls and emails, the spokesperson finally said: 

After reviewing the case and speaking with detectives, there isn’t any information I can provide at this time. It is still actively under investigation 

by our Detective Division.  

Despite WCSO continuing to ask for information from the community, it’s been argued that WCSO hasn’t provided any parameters which could 

help potential witnesses determine what information could be helpful to their case. 

For example, critics have said that without knowing Scott’s movements prior to her death, it’s impossible for potential witnesses to know what 

information could have helped. Or, if WCSO had released the make, model or color of the car Scott was found in, witnesses may have been able to 

come forward with information about seeing the vehicle and its driver and/or potential passengers prior to entering I580 that morning. 

However, not only have these details never been released, but WCSO didn’t even release Scott’s identity for four days after her death, despite 

family and friends identifying her on social media themselves. A full month passed before the Washoe County Regional Medical Examiner released 

information that Scott had been killed by a gunshot wound,  officially naming her death a homicide. 

It has never been answered why it took so long for her name and cause of death to be released to the public.  

Case highlights ongoing inequities for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 

WCSO has never held a press conference regarding Scott’s case, despite multiple agencies around the same time period holding back-to-back 

press conferences relating to the nearby kidnapping and subsequent murder of 18-year-old Naomi Irion. 

 

In July 2024, the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, of which Scott was a member, issued another plea for information where it identified the car as be-

longing to Scott. Despite this, WCSO has still never confirmed or denied the car was hers.    

 

Scott’s death is highlighted as one of the many cases of missing and murdered indigenous women throughout the United States whose cases go 

under-investigated and unsolved.  

In 2022, Nevada Senator Catherine Cortez Masto gave a speech on this subject, which included Scott’s case.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cortez Masto on the Senate Floor speaking about Anna Marie Scott on MMIW Awareness Day (https://tinyurl.com/46tt3hf8 ): 
“Native communities have been battling the crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous people for decades. Anna Scott’s life was taken 
far too soon and her family deserves justice. I’ll keep working to raise awareness and push the government to do more to address the 

#MMIW epidemic.” 
- Posted by Senator Catherine Cortez Masto on Thursday, May 5, 2022  

Three years after grisly murder, Washoe County Sheriff’s Office still won’t  
provide basic answers to community 



The American Indian Movement held a prayer circle for Scott in March 2022 outside the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office administration building to 

help raise awareness on her case.  

“In the end, justice is in the hands of the creator,” Ray Bacasegua Valdez, Director of AIM Northern Nevada, said in 2022. “What we’re asking for is 

accountability. We’re trying to create awareness, to show that there is accountability. Perpetrators prey on our women because they know [these 

cases are often unsolved]. We want those who were responsible to be brought forward.” 

Following the first prayer circle while speaking in the parking lot, surrounded by signs of Scott, a Washoe County sheriff’s deputy approached AIM 

leaders and asked what they were there for. Bacasegua Valdez said they were there to raise awareness surrounding the recent murders of indige-

nous people — shortly after Scott’s murder, 23-year-old Jacori Shaw was shot and killed by police. 

The deputy’s response was, “What murders?”  
 

Only lead killed by Sparks Officer 

In the weeks after Scott’s murder, there was a single lead named publicly: 23-year-old Jacori Shaw. 

WCSO said they were seeking Shaw not as a suspect but because he may have information about her case. However, whatever Shaw knew died 

with him after he was shot and killed by police on Feb. 23, 2022. His death was ruled as justified despite video evidence and witness testimony 

from officers contradicting what was reported in the District Attorney’s ruling. 

Specifically, a Sparks officer shot and killed Shaw after he said Shaw raised a gun at him. However, the gun was never seen or located on body cam 

footage despite a significant search attempt by over a dozen personnel on scene, and several officers later admitted they had never seen the gun 

themselves. Out of all the officers deployed as part of the chase, only the officer who shot Shaw said with certainty he’d been holding a gun, while 

one other said he saw “what he perceived to be the top part of a handgun slide possibly in the suspect’s left hand.”  

More on Shaw’s killing here: https://tinyurl.com/ybt8n97n 

Since Shaw’s killing, there have been no updates, leads or information released by the WCSO despite multiple attempts over the years to receive 

additional information that could help bring forward witnesses. 

Case Gone Cold? 

When asked for the 2025 update, Carson Now asked whether or not Scott’s case was now considered a “cold case.” 

Cases are considered to be cold when all leads have been exhausted and the case is no longer being actively investigated. On the cold case listings 

from WCSO’s site, the oldest cold case is Zona Shroud, discovered in 1960, while the newest listed is a John Doe whose skull was located in 2009. 

No cases newer than 2009 are included in the database. 

While there is no official designation for what constitutes a cold case by law, it’s typically defined as a case in which all leads have been exhausted, 

the case is no longer actively being investigated by the original investigators, among other criteria. Some states, such as Texas, classify a case as 

cold if it has not been solved in three years.  

 

However, WCSO said the case is still under investigation. 

An award was increased to $5,000 in 2024 for any information that could help lead to finding Scott’s killer(s).  

The award is being offered by Secret Witness. If you have any information that could help solve Scott’s case, please contact the Washoe County 

Sheriff’s Office Detective Division at (775) 328-3320 or Secret Witness at (775) 322-4900. Refer to case #WC22-563. 

 

 

Kelsey Penrose. Co-Editor: Kelsey is a fourth-generation Nevadan and holds BAs in English Literature and Anthropology from Arizona State Univer-

sity, and a MFA in Creative Writing from the University of Nevada, Lake Tahoe. She is an advocate of high desert agriculture, rescue dogs and blue-

grass. 



Honoring Paiute Language & Culture at Reed High School 

Washoe County School District Facebook Post, February 6, 2025: “Today, students from Reed’s Native American Club and Paiute 

Language Class unveiled their mural honoring Ralph Burns, Reynelda James, and Thalia Dick—three incredible Paiute elders who 

helped bring Paiute Language classes to WCSD. All three elders were there to see their portraits revealed, making this moment even 

more meaningful.   

The event was filled with culture and community, including traditional dancers and the water prayer, which is spoken at the start of 

each class and assembly. A huge thank you to Chef Petersen and the Reed Culinary Program for providing delicious refreshments to 

bring everyone together. #WeAreWCSD #WCSDProud #PaiuteLanguage #HonoringOurElders  
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Congratulations to AIANTA Board President Travis Owens and Treasurer Brian 
Wadsworth 

American Indian Alaska Native Tourism Association 

(AIANTA), February 6, 2025 Facebook Post:  

“Congratulations to AIANTA Board of Directors President 

Travis Owens (Cherokee Nation) and Treasurer Brian 

Wadsworth (Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe) for being  

recognized by the NCAIED - National Center for American 

Indian Enterprise Development as honorees in the 16th  

Annual Native American 40 Under 40 Award class.  

Awardees, who are nominated by their peers, are chosen 

based on their leadership, initiative, dedication and have 

made significant contributions to their professions and 

communities.” 

See full story here: https://bit.ly/4gwiClA  
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Pyramid Lake High School Girls’ Basketball Team 

Pyramid Lake Jr/Sr High School Facebook Post  February 15, 

2025: “Congratulations to the Lady Lakers on their decisive 61-9 

victory over Smith Valley in the Class 1A Western Regional 

Championship today. They will advance to the NIAA State Tour-

ney next week as the number one seed in the West. Good luck, 

Ladies, and we wish you continued success in your pursuit of a 

championship title. #LADYLAKERS #3PEAT “ 
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Thank You Laker Basketball Fans 
for Supporting Our Student  

Athletes! 

*** Applications for enrollment at Pyramid Lake Junior/Senior High School (PLJSHS) for the 2025-2026 school year are 

now open! The enrollment period began on February 3, 2025, and will close on April 24, 2025. 

 

Current Families: All families with students currently enrolled at PLJSHS must complete an Annual Student Application 

Form to secure their spot for the upcoming year. New Students: For students who are new to PLJSHS, a New Student  

Enrollment Application must be completed. New student applications will be reviewed in accordance with Board Policies 

4.01.  

 

Applicants should meet the following criteria: 

Be on track to graduate. 

Demonstrate good attendance at their previous school(s). 

Have no history of major behavioral concerns.  

 

Don’t miss the opportunity to be part of the Pyramid Lake community for the upcoming school year! If you have questions 

or need assistance with the school year forms, please contact the school office at (775) 574-1016. 



9 







Recruiting  

Here's a scholarship opportunity for a Range or Ag Degree for interested students. The 
2025 Nevada Association of Conservation Districts’ Scholarship Application is currently 

available.  
 

Please visit: https://www.nvacd.org/ to find the online application form.  
Applications must be electronically submitted by April 15, 2025.  










