
NUMA NEWS 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

A message from Chairman Wadsworth:  
(04/18/2025):   
Pyramid Lake Tribal Members, 

The Pyramid Lake Tribal Council recognizes that the safety and security 
of our membership is a top priority. While there have been no known 
instances of ICE confrontations, the Council has asked to put forth infor-
mation for your safety and knowledge. This is a sense of uncertainty that 
we are trying to address as it relates to immigration and this post is 
aimed at providing a guideline. Some things to remember are: 
 
- If you are approached by anyone claiming to be Law enforcement, you 
have the right to ask for identification. 

- We highly encourage you to carry your Identification. As Tribal People, 
we are fortunate enough to have access to 2 Official forms of Govern-
ment Id’s and these should always be carried, both on the Reservation 
and off.  

- PLPT Enrollment cards are available for your Children. Again, we are 
fortunate that we can provide this service to our Tribal Youth. Please 
contact the Enrollment office for your children. 

- Update your Tribal ID so that it has a current picture and address. We 
cannot stress this enough, the Enrollment cards that don’t have an expi-
ration date have been replaced with the new cards, per Tribal Council. 
These new cards meet the compliance requirements with the NV DMV 
for Real ID status.  

- Always remember to stay calm, cool and collected if you are stopped by 
any Law Enforcement Official.  

Have a Happy Easter! 

Steven Wadsworth, Chairman Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe  

May 2025 

Spay and Neuter Clinic Coming Soon 
Please sign up for the spay and neuter clinic (tentatively scheduled for June 2025) with Lela at the Tribal Health Clinic at 

(775) 574-1018, or contact Animal Control at the Ranger Station at (775) 476-1155.  

 

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe is Posting for Public Comment on: 
The Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Ordinance. If you would like to receive a copy of the Aquatic Invasive Species  

Ordinance, please contact the Tribal Secretary’s Office. Submit your comments to the Tribal  Secretary by April 30, 2025 by 

4:30 pm. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kenrich Puga-Nup Welch 

“Richie” 

 

Services took place in Fallon, NV.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlon Wyatt Ungupputtsi Kennedy  

Sunrise: December 29, 1996  

Sunset: April 4, 2025  

 

Graveside services took place at Oasis 

Indian Cemetery in Fish Lake Valley, 

NV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clifford “Kip” Davis 

Sunrise: April 12, 1937  

Sunset: April 7, 2025  

 

 

Services took place in Nixon, NV, with 

burial at Nixon Cemetery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ralph E. Burns  
(At time of print, funeral Flyer had not yet 

been available.) 

Photo by: RSIC Language &  

Cultural Program. 

“You have inspired and mentored so many. 

We are forever grateful for your teachings. 

Your legacy will live on through your stu-

dents and family  

Pesatoo Mea…” 
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The PLPT Transit's Phase 2 of the Transit Facility Construction  

Project (Bus Shed) began today (April 21, 2025) and will continue 

through the spring and summer tentatively.  The new bus shed will 

house transit's 5 existing buses and the buildings & groundskeeper's 

shop. 

 

Please be cautious of the construction equipment and vehicles in the 

facility's vicinity. Much thanks to Bill Keever, Construction Project 

Manager for working diligently on both of the building phases and 

overseeing the project's contractors and thanks to Transportation  

Planner, Johnnie Garcia for his support and expertise. We here at 

Transit are very honored and thankful for Phase 1's (transit facility) 

completion. We love our new administrative building! 

 

- Michele Smith, Transit Manager, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal  

Transit  

The BIA Housing Improvement Program (HIP) is now open for applications. This program 
through The Pyramid Lake Housing Authority provides home repair, renovation, and replacement 
assistance for eligible individuals and families in our service areas of Nixon, Wadsworth, and Sut-
cliffe. Please visit our website (plhousingauthority.weebly.com) under "Applications" to view 
handouts and forms. We will also have printed applications at our PLHA front office ready for 
pick up. We encourage all interested members to apply before the deadline of December 31, 
2025.  

Recycling Program 

Just a couple of reminders about the Pyramid Lake Paiute 

Tribe’s Recycling Program: 

In front of the Natural Resources Department Building 

there are two big blue bins that are for cardboard ONLY. 

Please DO NOT put any plastic in these bins, including any 

of the packaging that comes with your big items (foam pea-

nuts, etc.)  

There is a three-bin container right next to the copy ma-

chine in the tribal office where you can recycle paper, cans, 

and plastic bottles.  

There are bins at the Nixon Gym for plastic bottles only, 

located on the left side of the stage. 

In the front yard of the Natural Resources Department, 

there are three 30-gallon containers that you can put cans 

and plastics in. 

Also, in the Natural Resources Building there is a shelf 

where I recycle old household batteries, used printer car-

tridges and some small E-Waste equipment.   

 

Thank You for doing your part in helping Mother Earth by 

RECYCLING!  

Dehan Dominguez, Natural Resources Assistant/Recycling 

Coordinator     
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National RTAP Review Board  
Member Spotlight – Michele Smith  
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Michele Smith, with son Jon Yarrow, JR. 

National Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP) Facebook post,  

Friday, April 11, 2025:  

 

Michele Smith, Transit Manager of Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal 

Transit, joined the National RTAP Review Board in 2025. She 

was born in Reno, Nevada, grew up in Carson City, and moved 

to Wadsworth, one of the Tribe’s three communities, after she 

started her family. Her heritage is part Western Shoshone and 

part Pyramid Lake Paiute, and Michele had the honor to fol-

low in her father's footsteps and serve on the Pyramid Lake 

Paiute Tribal Council from 2019-2021. She also followed in her 

mother and stepfather’s footsteps career-wise. Her parents 

enjoyed careers with the state of Nevada, and when Michele 

graduated from Carson City High School, she started out work-

ing for the state too.  

A career in transit was a natural next step for Michele, who 

did not own a vehicle at one point and took transit to work. 

“Taking transit made me passionate about transit,” explains 

Michele. “Knowing that I could count on transit made me a 

better transit manager.” She began working for Pyramid Lake 

Paiute Tribal Transit in 2016 as a transit specialist/dispatcher. 

When the Transit Manager she had worked for left in 2019, he 

told her, “I know you can do this job” and put her in charge. It 

was an exciting time as the transit system just received two 

FTA Buses and Bus Facilities Grants and was ready to expand 

its fleet and build a transit facility.  

Then the pandemic hit in 2020. Michele worked through many 

challenges to implement the grants, working closely with FTA 

Region 9 Tribal Liaison Phil Yue. Not only did she buy 2 buses 

and oversee the first Tribal Transit facility ever built in the 

state of Nevada, but she also continued expanding Pyramid 

Lake Paiute Tribal Transit’s reach, purchasing a 3rd bus in 

2024, starting a new route, hiring 2 new drivers and a new 

facilities buildings & groundskeeper, and is in the process of 

having a bus shed built.  

When Michele attended the National RTAP 2023 Technical 

Assistance Conference in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, she 

was awarded the second place Tribal Champion Award. She 

was nominated by Phil, who praised Michele's ability to effec-

tively manage teams of people to ensure that projects are 

completed to the highest standards. Michele was impressed 

with what a wonderful program National RTAP was and 

thought that if she ever had an opportunity to participate, she 

would take it. Another opportunity came when National RTAP 

Tribal Transit Program Manager Neil Rodriguez invited 

Michele to present on capital projects at the 2024 National 

Transportation in Indian Country Conference (NTICC). She is 

looking forward to serving on our Review Board to represent 

Tribal Transit on a different level and platform.  

Michele is no stranger to technical assistance. Her agency is 

now providing one-to-one support and guidance to other 

Tribes establishing transit programs, including the Duck Valley 

Paiute-Shoshone Tribe and Walker River Paiute Tribe. Assis-

tance is given through phone and in person meetings.  

With 5 children and 9 grandchildren (and another on the way), 

it’s no surprise that her favorite thing to do in her spare time 

is spending time with her grandchildren. She also enjoys 

spending time on the beautiful Pyramid Lake itself – looking 

out over the shore and the desert provides her with clarity 

and focus. Pyramid Lake was the scene used to represent the 

Sea of Galilee in the movie “The Greatest Story Ever Told” and 

the lake is her favorite place to be in the summertime. She 

also is the proud mom of her oldest son, Jon Yarrow Jr., the 

Director of TRIBE Athletics SPORTS, an organization that holds 

national basketball tournaments for 400 indigenous youth 

teams nationwide including, Canada, Alaska, Hawaii, and New 

Zealand to help expose Native American basketball players to 

college recruiters and sports media (she helps with merchan-

dizing).  

Through the National RTAP Review Board, Michele Smith will 

have the opportunity to continue as a true Tribal Champion 

and continue to make a difference for Tribal Transit systems 

everywhere.  











I.    PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

This Request for Proposal (RFP) is to find a food vendor to 

provide cooking services for the Pyramid Lake Tribal 

Health Clinic 2025 Men’s Health Fair. Health Fairs are an-

nual events that PLTHC hosts to promote health and well-

ness for 

various groups in healthcare. 

 

The Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic is established in ac-

cordance with and under the authority of Article VI, Section 

1 (A), (D), and (M), of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe’s 

Constitution and By Laws, adopted January 15, 1936. The 

Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Board is responsible for the 

operations of all aspects of PLTHC. The Pyramid Lake 

Tribal Health Clinic is federally funded through Indian 

Health Services, Public Law 93-638. 

 

II. WHO MAY RESPOND 

 

Individuals who have and retain an IHS Food Handlers Cer-

tificate & Tribal Business License or Vendors who meet 

State and County Food Certifications/Regulations. 

 

III. INSTRUCTIONS ON PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 

 A.CLOSING SUBMISSION DATE 

 Proposals must be submitted no later than 4:00pm 

on Friday May 16th. 

 

 B. INQUIRIES 

 Inquiries concerning this RFP should be directed to 

Dawna Brown, Health Director at (775) 574 – 1018 ext. 

1216 or dbrown@plpt.nsn.us 

 

 C. INSTRUCTIONS TO PROSPECTIVE CON-

TRACTORS  

 Offeror’s proposal should be addressed as follows:  

 

ATTENTION: Dawna Brown, Health Director 

Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic 

P.O. Box 227 Nixon, NV 89424 

 

*It is important that the Offeror’s proposal be submitted in 

a sealed envelope clearly marked in the lower left hand cor-

ner with the following information: Request for Proposal 

4:00pm (May 16, 2025) 

 

 D. SEALED PROPOSALS 

All proposals must be sealed. Failure to do so may result in 

premature disqualification of your proposal. It is the respon-

sibility of the Offeror to ensure that the proposal is received 

by PLTHC by the date and time specified above. Late pro-

posals will not be considered.  

 

 

IV. CONTRACTOR REQUIREMENTS  

In accordance with procurement policies of the Pyramid 

Lake Paiute Tribe, this RFP is open to both Native Ameri-

can and Non-Native American firms, organizations, enter-

prises, and individuals with provision for Indian Preference 

(CFR 35 U.S.C. 472).  

 

V. SCOPE OF SERVICES  

 A. The Offeror shall provide a catered service for a 

BBQ.  

Suggested Menu: Turkey Burgers, Cheeseburger Cabbage 

Wraps, Grilled Chicken, Kebabs, Salad, Sides etc. (These 

are suggestions only, and therefore not a required menu for 

the Offeror to provide.)  

 B. Prepare food for 75 people.  

 C. Offeror will need to supply their own BBQ grill 

and accessories. However, there will be a kitchen available 

on site, if needed.  

 D. Offeror to supply plates, cups, utensils, napkins, 

etc.  

 E. Offeror to supply drinks with meal(s).  

 F. Offeror to supply any items not listed that are re-

quired to prepare and serve the meal.  

 G. Must have one of the following if not all, a cur-

rent Indian Health Service (IHS) Food Handler Certificate, 

State of NV Food Seller’s Permit, or Food Facility Health 

Permit. Including, a Tribal Business License or State of NV 

Business License.  

 

VI. LOCATION: The 2025 Men’s Health Fair will be 

hosted at the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Gymnasium on 

June 18th from 10am – 1pm.  

 

VII. TIMELINE  

 

Deadline for Proposals: 05/16/2025 @ 4:00pm  

Event Date: 06/18/2025 @ 10a-1p  

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RECEIVED AT THE 

PYRAMID LAKE TRIBAL HEALTH CLINIC  

UNTIL MAY 16, 2025.  

Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic 705 Hwy 446 | P.O. Box 227 Nixon, Nevada 89424 (775) 574-1018 
 Request for Proposal for Food Services  

2025 Men’s Health Fair  

CLOSING DATE: 05/16/2025  



(PLTHC RFP Page 2) 
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REQUEST FOR SERVICE PROPOSAL for: Medical 

Director, Medical Doctor or Doctor of Osteopathic Medi-

cine, Advanced Practice Provider (NP/PA-C), Pharma-

cist, Chiropractor, Dentist, Podiatrist, Optometrist  

 

A. Introduction 

Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic (PLTHC) requests you or 

your company make a proposal for your services as a con-

tractor in your respective field. This proposal request will 

outline the scope of work and qualifications required to sub-

mit a proposal. Please read the time line carefully. For your 

proposal to be considered, your proposal must meet our 

deadlines included in this proposal. 

 

B. Location 

Services will be provided primarily at the Pyramid Lake 

Health Clinic located at 705 Highway446, Nixon, NV 89406 

 

C. Management and contact information 

This position will report to PLTHC Health Director. Please 

contact Dawna Brown, Health Director with questions about 

the proposal submission: 

Phone: (775) 574-1018 x 1216 Fax: (775) 574-1114 

dawna.brown@plpt.nsn.us  

 

D. Scope of Work 

 

The selected contractor will be expected to: 

 

1.) Provide the Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic with a 

valid e-mail address and phone number where the contractor 

can be reached when not on-site to facilitate communication. 

2.) Provide individual appointments for children, adoles-

cents and adults with a variety of health diagnoses. 

3.) Collect information about clients using interview, case 

history, observation techniques and assessment methods to 

determine reliability and validity of treatment used. 

4.) Perform clinical case management. 

5.) Work in a team setting with medical providers. 

6.) Participate in bi-weekly staff meetings that include clini-

cal case staffing. 

7.) Become sufficiently proficient in the use of the Electron-

ic Health Record to record all client contacts before leaving 

the office. 

8.) Have knowledge of and proficiency in recognized evi-

dence-based therapies. 

9.) Comply with all Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic poli-

cies and procedures and credentialing and privileging pro-

cess. 

 

E. Contractor Requirements 

In accordance with procurement policies of the Pyramid 

Lake Paiute Tribe, this RFP is open to both Native Ameri-

can and Non-Native American firms, organizations, enter-

prises and individuals with provision for Indian Preference 

(CFR 25 U.S.C. 472). The following will be rated according 

to the values provided: 

1. Education 10  

2. License to practice independently in Nevada; 3-5 years of 

clinical experience 10  

3. Proof of Liability Insurance 10  

4. Experience working in Indian Country 40  

5. Native American status 20  

6. Veterans Status 10  

7. Price per day for treatment and notes 50  

 

F. Timeline 

Deadline for Proposals: OPEN UNTIL FILLED 

Contract period: OPEN AS NEEDED  

 

G. Proposal submission requirements 

1.Letter of Interest 

2.Resume or Curriculum Vitae 

3.Proof of Professional Liability Insurance 

4.Copy of current Nevada Professional License as applicable 

to your field/scope 

5.3 letters of reference 

6. Bid amount showing fees as one (1) hour of service to be 

worked: 

a. Indicate days available (Monday-Friday) 

b. Indicate hours available (8:00 am-4:30 pm) 

c. Indicate if available for one (1) Saturday a month. 

 

The Clinic operates Monday-Friday and one (1) Saturday 

per month, Hours are 8:00 am – 4:30 pm.The Clinic is 

closed on recognized Federal and Tribal Holidays, as a con-

tractor these are unpaid. 

 

H. Submission 

Interested individual/companies may obtain additional infor-

mation from: 

Dawna Brown, Health Director, Pyramid Lake Tribal Health 

Clinic (775) 574-1018 x 1216. 

Proposals must be clearly marked:     

Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic  

Attention: RFP Submittal for (Indicate position)  

    P.O. Box 227  

    Nixon, Nevada 89424  

 

Sealed proposals will be received at the Pyramid Lake 

Tribal Health clinic OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 








