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Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Sues over Sewer Spill 

Joe Hart, KRNV Facebook post, January 28, 2026 
 
The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe has filed a lawsuit seeking punitive damages following a sewer spill that went unreported according to 
state officials. The Tribe is suing Silverwing, the developer of the Atrium Apartments in Sparks, and SWD-Quarry, which is identified as the 
owner of the building. The Tribe is suing Silverwing, the developer of the Atrium Apartments in Sparks, and SWD-Quarry, which is identi-
fied as the owner of the building. Records show a construction crew mistakenly connected a sewer line from the apartment to the city 

storm drain in 2023. That storm drain empties into the Truckee River.  
 
The Tribe learned about it when they saw our story on KRNV News 4.  
 
“Defendants concealed the discharge to avoid enforcement and public scrutiny,” 
according to the suit. A lawyer for Silverwing points out NDEP investigated the 
spill and did not find any ongoing concerns. Silverwing paid $33,000 to settle its 
claim with the state over this issue. The city of Sparks has appealed its Notice of 
Violation from NDEP.  
 
The lawsuit was filed in Washoe District Court.  
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Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Officer Responsible for Sniffing out 54 Grams of Methamphetamine. 
 

Pyramid Lake Police Department Facebook Post, February 5, 2026. 

Chex is known for being “Full of possibilities. Full of what you love.”  

However, after officers observed an individual whose driving habits were less than desirable in 
and around our community, a traffic stop was conducted. During the stop, indicators of criminal 
activity were observed, prompting the deployment of our Narcotics K9.  

 
What appeared to be a box of breakfast cereal had been repurposed to conceal approximately 54 
grams of suspected methamphetamine. The packaging did not deceive K9 Lando, who conducted 
a free air sniff and provided a positive alert. When the packaging lies, the nose does not.  

Chex mate.  



Anyone with information should contact the Washoe County Sheriff’s Detective  

Division at (775) 328-3320 or Secret Witness at (775) 322-4900. Refer to case  

#WC22-563.  

 

Secret Witness is now offering a $5,000 reward for information leading to an 

arrest in the death of Anna Scott.  



 

 

 

Lori Black 

July 29, 1957—February 2, 2026 

 

Services took place in Nixon, NV., 

with burial at Nixon Cemetery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Alina Twohearts 

December 22, 1993—February 1, 

2026 

 

Services took place in Reno, NV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loretta Jean Garcia “Jeanie”, “Nannie” 

March 3, 1937—February 2, 2026 

 

 

Services took place in Reno, NV, and Nixon, NV, with burial 

at Nixon Cemetery. Mass for Repose of Soul took place at St. 

Robert Bellarmine Church in Fernley, NV. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Estella “Mouse” Pancho 

September 29, 1941- 

February 15, 2026 

 

Services took place in Nixon, NV., with burial at  

Nixon Cemetery. 



Pyramid Lake Museum, February 9, 2026:  

“We extend our gratitude to the Romanian Parliament for visiting and engaging with the tribe, under the leadership of 

Tribal Chairman Steven Wadsworth, facilitating an exchange about Native Nevadan tribes, their survival experiences, 

and future prospects with international guests. 

Thank you.” 

Pyramid Lake JR/SR High School, February 11, 2026: 

“Please join us in welcoming our newest board members, Hailee 

Dunn and Jake Chapin!  

Jake brings years of valuable experience serving on the school 

board, along with a strong understanding of leadership and  

dedication to our schools. Hailee is actively involved in our  

community and brings a fresh perspective and passion for  

supporting our students and families.  

We are excited to have them both on board and look forward to 

the positive impact they will make!” 
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UNR Office of Indigenous Relations, February 09, 

2026:  

:: Meet the Staff Monday :: 

Meet Gaylene Williams, Program Coordinator for the 

Tribal Academy. Gaylene is Numu-Kooyooe Tukadu 

(Pyramid Lake Paiute) and is passionate about  

supporting Indigenous and first-generation students. 

We’re excited to have her on our team!  
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US National Weather Service, Reno, Nevada Facebook post, February 20,2026:  

 

What a difference a week makes! Check out this visible satellite imagery from Feb 13th to 

Feb 20th (today). While there are some clouds in the Feb13th image, there is hardly a cloud 

in the sky over northern CA and northern NV today.  

School bus (no students were  

present, this was after drop-off in  

Sutcliffe) Photo by Arlan Tobey,  

February 19, 2026: 



Pyramid Lake  JR/SR High School Facebook post, February 21, 2026: 
 
Congratulations to the Lady Lakers on winning the NIAA 1A State Basketball Championship today against Eureka 
High School!  

Photo credit: Michael Brady 

(final score: 44-31) 
 
This marks their fourth 
straight state championship 
— an incredible accomplish-
ment and a true testament 
to the hard work, dedica-
tion, and heart of these 
young women and their 
coaching staff. 
 
Let’s all congratulate the 
players and coaches on this 
spectacular victory and an 
unforgettable season!  



If you are age 18 by March 31, 2026, and on the approved 

list of eligible Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal members per 

Resolution PL#34-18, then you are eligible to apply for the 

Minor's Trust. (See Resolution on our website at plpt.nsn.us/

enrollment). This is for those enrolled as a Pyramid Lake Paiute 

Tribal member and living as of April 6, 2018/December 6, 

2024.) 

 

- Minors will have up to six years to complete their forms and 

claim their economic  

stimulus payment. The deadline to submit your forms for this 1st 

Quarter of 2026 is on the last Tuesday of March 2026. Applica-

tions received by 03/31/2026 will be processed and forwarded to 

the Trust the next business day.  

•Tribal members under the age of 18 will have their economic 

stimulus payment placed in a trust account to be managed 

by the Trust until they reach 18 years of age.  

- Members who will receive their payment from the Minor's 

Trust can expect  

distributions within 4 months after the end of the calendar quar-

ter (March, June,  

September, or December) after they return the completed and 

signed application. 

•Members who have an account in the Minor's Trust will have 

six years to claim their  

economic stimulus payment, from the date of their 18th 

birthday. 

• For more information on the 2018 Economic Distribution Mi-

nors’ Trust, please see our website at: plpt.nsn.us/

Enrollment   

- June 2, 2025: For those who have turned 18 after De-

cember 6, 2024, your 2024 Christmas Distribution Funds 

were placed into the trust, so you will have to follow 

these guidelines to obtain your funds. 

 

 

 

Funds will be received at least 4 months after quarter dead-

line. Please plan accordingly. 

1.All Minors’ Applications are processed at the same time – 

turning in a form earlier than the deadline doesn’t ensure a 

faster  

result.  

NOTE: **You may turn in your form earlier, but it will be held 

until the appropriate Quarter Deadline your birthday falls un-

der.** 

3. The whole process goes from receiving and verifying your 

information with our PLPT Enrollment office, which includes 

verifying Enrollment numbers, social security numbers and up-

dated addresses. The paperwork is then submitted to the Trust 

Company, where it is then processed. The Trust Company then 

submits their completed forms to the Bank, and after  

verification with the bank, your money will THEN be distribut-

ed – this sometimes takes up to 4 MONTHS. Please plan  

accordingly, and expect that your money will arrive 4 MONTHS 

after the Quarter Deadline.  

4. The Trust company will contact the PLPT office for more 

information according to their standards – your contact infor-

mation needs to be legible just in case we need to reach you. If 

you can’t be reached, your form will be held until you contact 

us. 

Recruiting  
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Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

Request for Bids 

Curator for Divorce Ranches Displays  

 

The Pyramid Lake Museum is requesting bids from interested individuals to design 2 displays representing Divorce Ranches on the 

Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation, Nevada.  The displays will include research information from the dissertation of Audrey Andrews 

for a permanent display at the Pyramid Lake Museum and a traveling display for other museums in the State of Nevada.   

 

Selected curator will develop: 1) A display at the Pyramid Lake Museum with text, photos and audio recording; 2) A traveling dis-

play with text and photos.  Both displays will highlight findings based on dissertation research information. The goals and objectives 

of the displays are to share the interesting history of Divorce Ranches in Northern Nevada, and specifically the ranches located within 

the boundaries of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Indian Reservation. 

 

The Pyramid Lake Museum is the only tribal museum in the State of Nevada.  The museum shares the history and culture that pro-

motes appreciation and respect for the Numu (Paiute people), land, water, and resources.  The lake, known as a “Gem in the Desert,” 

has spiritual significance.  The lake and the museum were recently named as one of the “Top 10 Indigenous Experiences in 2025” by 

the American Indian/Alaska Native Tourism Association. 

 

DEADLINE FOR BID SUBMISSION: Friday, March 13, 2026. 

 

Interested individuals will provide a written bid and a Resume with experience and qualifications to Billie Jean Guerrero, Museum 

Director, by the deadline listed above.  Submit the bid in a sealed envelope; “Divorce Ranches Displays.” Provide a bid for 2 displays 

to be developed at the Pyramid Lake Museum and a traveling display to be shared with other Nevada museums. 

 

SCOPE OF WORK: Plan and develop display boards about Divorce Ranches within the boundaries of the Pyramid Lake Paiute 

Tribe based on the dissertation research completed by Audrey Andrews. The person selected must be responsible and committed to 

assisting the Museum and Tribe in the task of preserving the Tribe’s History and being a positive role model as a tribal ambassador.   

 

QUALIFICATIONS: Previous experience in designing and curating various displays.  Follow through with the project goals and 

deadline of August 31, 2026. 

 

CONTACT: Further information regarding this Request for Bids can be directed to Billie Jean Guerrero, Museum Director at the 

Museum at 775-574-1088 or 775-750-4263. 

 

 

Dated:    February 17, 2026 
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Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

Request for Bids 

Mural Artist 

 

The Pyramid Lake Museum is requesting bids from interested individuals to design and paint outdoor murals, and to seal the 

paintings at the Pyramid Lake Museum, 709 State Street, Nixon, Nevada.   

 

Selected artist (s) will design and paint:  

1) A Cultural Mural representative of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe on the outdoor propane tank, approximate size of 13’ X 3’.  

(The tank has a current painting, however will be covered over.) 

   2) Cultural Mural designs representing current issues for protection of land, water, and people on a power box at the front en-

trance of the museum gate, approximate size of 76” X 30” X 22” (4 sides). Possible themes: Water is Life; MMIP; Protect the 

Sacred; Every Child Matters; Still Here, Still Strong; We Exist, We Resist, We Rise; We Thrive; Indigenize, Kooyooe Tukadu; 

Land Back; etc. 

 

The Pyramid Lake Museum is the only tribal museum in the State of Nevada.  The museum shares the history and culture that 

promotes appreciation and respect for the Numu (Paiute people), land, water, and resources.  The lake, known as a “Gem in the 

Desert,” has spiritual significance.  The lake and the museum were recently named as one of the “Top 10 Indigenous Experienc-

es in 2025” by the American Indian/Alaska Native Tourism Association. 

 

DEADLINE FOR BID SUBMISSION: Friday, March 13, 2026. 

Interested individuals will provide a written bid to Billie Jean Guerrero, Museum Director, by the deadline listed above.  Submit 

the bid in a sealed envelope; “Mural Designs #1” and “Mural Designs #2.”  Provide a bid for 1 of 2, or both outdoor murals lo-

cated on the Pyramid Lake Museum grounds.  Also, submit photo samples of Artist’s artwork and experience with murals. 

 

SCOPE OF WORK: Clean and prepare the areas to be painted.  Design and paint mural designs on the outdoor propane tank 

and a power box at the front gate entrance. Provide own outdoor mural paints that will last in color variation and weather fluctu-

ations.  Seal the paintings with spray sealant.  (The museum can provide the sealant). 

 

QUALIFICATIONS: Previous experience in painting outdoor murals and sealing.  Follow through with the project goals and 

deadline. 

 

The person selected must be responsible and committed to assisting the Museum and Tribe in the task of preserving the Tribe’s 

History and being a positive role model as a tribal ambassador.   

 

CONTACT: Further information regarding this Request for Bids can be directed to Billie Jean Guerrero, Museum Director at 

the Museum at 775-574-1088 or 775-750-4263. 

 

 

Dated:    February 17, 2026 
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Q & D Construction Update at CEMEX Rock Quarry 

Big things are taking shape north of Interstate 80 near Fernley as Q&D Construction continues its work at the CEMEX 

rock quarry.  Partnering with CEMEX, our team is reclaiming a quarry that had filled with water in recent years—

transforming it back into usable ground through careful planning, innovation, and execution.  After building an access 

road last October, crews have been steadily backfilling the quarry pond. A major milestone has been the assembly of a 

floating conveyor system, allowing material placement away from the shoreline while safely constructing an  

underwater 3-to-1 slope. It’s a unique solution that keeps progress moving while maintaining stability beneath the  

surface.   

 

This three-phase project is on track for completion later this year, and we’re proud of the ingenuity and  

dedication our crews continue to demonstrate in the field.  
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Pyramid Lake High School, January 29, 2026- 

Tonight, we proudly congratulate and welcome our 
newest permanent members of the Pyramid Lake 
Athletic Hall of Fame: Jackie Davis-Cawelti, Irwin 
“Gus” Mix, Damon Bilinsky, Philip Davis, and 
Jenica Shaw. Each of you has left a lasting legacy 
through your dedication, talent, and commitment to 
athletics, and your achievements continue to in-
spire our students, athletes, and community. This 
honor is well-deserved, and we are proud to recog-
nize you as part of our Hall of Fame family.  

We would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you 
to our Hall of Fame committee for the time, effort, 
and care you put into making this event meaningful 
and memorable. A special thank-you to Cody Nish 
and Tina Moore for the wonderful meal—your 
cooking helped bring everyone together and made 
tonight even more special. We would also like to 
thank Mr. Estrada and his students for making our 
plaques for the inductees.  

We would also like to give a big shout-out to Pyra-
mid Lake Tribal Enterprises, Charmayne, Jayci, 
and their incredible staff for sponsoring the jackets 
for our inductees. These jackets were thoughtfully 
designed by TA Sports Apparel, and they represent 
both honor and pride for our   inductees.  

Thank you all for your support, your generosity, 
and your continued commitment to Pyramid Lake 
athletics. Congratulations again to our inductees—
we celebrate you tonight and always.  

From left to right: Irwin “Gus” Mix, Philip Davis, Damon Bilinsky, Jackie Davis, and Jenica Shaw. 






