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From the Enrollment Office - Nevada Social Security Office Update. You may not need to visit an  

office. Did you know that you can handle a lot of your business with us online? 

 

The operational status of your local office, card center or hearing office in Nevada has changed.  

 

Follow the link here to see if your state's offices are open: https://www.ssa.gov/agency/emergency/?

utm_campaign=emergencypage&utm_content=ctabtn&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#

N  



The planning for the 2026 Sacred Visions Pow Wow is underway! We have the vendor applications now available! 

Please contact Sacred Visions Pow Wow Chairman, Brian Wadsworth, for a copy of the application. Copies will also be 

available at the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Office in Nixon.  

 

Thank you Pesa Kwetso’ino and Native Works for hosting the Fun Run/Walk on Saturday, September 12, at the 15th 

Annual Sacred Visions Pow Wow!  

Pyramid Lake Museum and Visitor Center, April 17, 2026: 
We are pleased to report that the carpet installation is advancing according to plan, and we look forward to unveiling 
the final outcome.  



If you are age 18 by June 30, 2026, and on the approved list of eligible Pyramid Lake 

Paiute Tribal members per Resolution PL#34-18, then you are eligible to apply for the 

Minor's Trust. (See Resolution on our website at plpt.nsn.us/enrollment). This is for those 

enrolled as a Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal member and living as of April 6, 2018/December 

6, 2024.) 

 

- Minors will have up to six years to complete their forms and claim their economic  

stimulus payment. The deadline to submit your forms for this 2nd Quarter of 2026 is on the 

last Tuesday of June 2026. Applications received by 06/30/2026 will be processed and  

forwarded to the Trust the next business day.  

•Tribal members under the age of 18 will have their economic stimulus payment placed in a 

trust account to be managed by the Trust until they reach 18 years of age.  

•Members who will receive their payment from the Minor's Trust can expect  

distributions within 4 months after the end of the calendar quarter (March, June,  

September, or December) after they return the completed and signed application. 

•Members who have an account in the Minor's Trust will have six years to claim their  

economic stimulus payment, from the date of their 18th birthday. 

• For more information on the 2018 Economic Distribution Minors’ Trust, please see our 

website at: plpt.nsn.us/Enrollment   

**June 2, 2025: For those who have turned 18 after December 6, 2024, your 2024 

Christmas Distribution Funds were placed into the trust, so you will have to follow 

these guidelines to obtain your funds. 

 
1.Funds will be received at least 4 months after quarter deadline. Please plan accordingly. 

2.All Minors’ Applications are processed at the same time – turning in a form earlier than the deadline doesn’t ensure a 

faster  

result.  

NOTE: **You may turn in your form earlier, but it will be held until the appropriate Quarter Deadline your birthday falls 

under.** 

3. The whole process goes from receiving and verifying your information with our PLPT Enrollment office, which in-

cludes verifying Enrollment numbers, social security numbers and updated addresses. The paperwork is then submitted to 

the Trust Company, where it is then processed. The Trust Company then submits their completed forms to the Bank, and 

after  

verification with the bank, your money will THEN be distributed – this sometimes takes up to 4 MONTHS. Please plan  

accordingly, and expect that your money will arrive 4 MONTHS after the Quarter Deadline.  

4. The Trust company will contact the PLPT office for more information according to their standards – your contact infor-

mation needs to be legible just in case we need to reach you. If you can’t be reached, your form will be held until you con-

tact us. 



Pyramid Lake Housing Authority is looking for a Housing Services Specialist. Application period will close 
May 1, 2026. 
Please see their website for a full description at: https://plhousingauthority.weebly.com/  

Applications can be found on PLHA website or picked up in office. 
Job Description : Monitors lease compliance for all residents under Homeownership and Low Rental pro-
grams. Serves as the primary contact for housing assistance and provides customer service to applicants, 
occupants and potential tenants. 
Contact Pyramid Lake Housing Authority for more information at (775) 574-1026. 
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Continued on page 13 

By Hannah Truby. March 22, 2026 

On a spring afternoon at his home on the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe reservation in Nixon, 

Nev., Paiute spiritual elder Dean Barlese tells me he’s grown used to journalists showing up 

at his door. 

“It’s good,” he said. “It gets the word out.” 

On what exactly? I asked. 

“Well, it starts with the protest–for the lithium mine, how we got sued. There’s a paper 

they gave to us—under the hat over there, that big pile of paper.” 

Beneath the hat sits a thick stack of legal documents he was served after protesting at the 

Thacker Pass lithium mine construction site several years ago. 

“And they’re saying, if we do it again, we’ll get sued again,” he said—and with a chuckle 

added, “They can take my old vintage cast iron. That’s probably the one thing I’ve got.” 

We sit in his living room, which looks out onto the farm plots of his neighbors, with Pyra-

mid Lake just beyond view to the north. Barlese grew up on this land, later inheriting the 

property from his grandparents. The house is both his home and the center of operations 

for the Pyramid Lake Spiritual Healing Center. 

As a Northern Paiute spiritual elder, Barlese has devoted his life to preserving and sharing his people’s cultural teachings. At the 

Healing Center, he leads sweat lodge ceremonies, prayer circles, and healing sessions, offering spiritual guidance and traditional 

medicines—sometimes hosting as many as 50 people in his home. 

“A lot of times they have sickness, disease,” he said. “They just want some kind of medicine or prayer to help them feel better. We 

deal with several women with cancer. We pray, help them, and share medicine with them.” 

At 68, Barlese continues this work even from a wheelchair after losing his right foot to complications from diabetes. But in recent 

months, his home has drawn a different kind of visitor: journalists like myself, eager to meet the tribe’s sole spiritual elder and one 

of the “Thacker Pass Six.” 

In 2023, Barlese was among scores of Native and allied land protectors on the frontlines at Thacker Pass. With his face painted red 

and a sacred pipe in hand, he positioned his wheelchair in the path of pipelines being installed by Lithium Americas for what would 

become a large-scale lithium mine. 

“People have lost connection to what we hold sacred and dear. They’ve lost sight. They don’t think about their grandkids, their 

great-grandkids. What are we leaving them?” he pauses before adding, “Maybe I’ll die doing this work, but I’ll give my life to pro-

tect our ancestral areas.” 

For Barlese, spiritual work often involves advocacy, whether for people or the environment, but none have been as fraught—or as 

symbolic—as Thacker Pass. 

Peehee Mu’huh: A Sacred Site, A Strategic Resource 

Thacker Pass—an expansive plateau 60 miles northwest of Winnemucca, just south of the Oregon border—sits atop one of North 

America’s largest lithium deposits, making it a prime target for developers seeking a domestic supply of the critical metal. 

Who Controls the West: Prayer on Trial 
Legal battles over Thacker Pass are over—but Paiute elder Dean Barlese’s fight to protect sacred sites goes on. 

This story is part of an ongoing series, Who Controls the West, which examines the people, companies and organi-
zations that make decisions over how land and resources are used across the American West. Have ideas for the 

series? Email editor@sierranevadaally.org.  

mailto:editor@sierranevadaally.org
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At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) approved a large-scale lithium mine at Peehee 

Mu’huh. Now under construction, with Phase 1 expected to finish in late 2027, the Lithium Americas project will transform more 

than 17,000 acres into an industrial extraction zone, including a two-square-mile open pit. The mine is projected to produce about 

40,000 metric tons of battery-grade lithium carbonate each year for 85 years. 

Government and industry officials present the project as crucial for reducing reliance on foreign lithium and strengthening domestic 

supply chains, and in October 2024 the Department of Energy backed it with more than $2 billion in federal loans. General Motors 

has entered into an agreement that allows the automaker to “purchase up to 100% of production volumes from Phase 1 and up to 

38% of total production volumes of Thacker Pass for 20 years.” 

But for the Paiute people, this land is not just a resource to be extracted—it is the site of great cultural significance. Known as Pee-

hee Mu’huh, or “Rotten Moon,” it is named for a massacre recounted by elders, in which dozens of Paiute men, women, and chil-

dren were killed by an enemy tribe. Barlese’s great-great-grandfather lived here and resisted settler encroachment before being 

forced south; the site remains a vital part of Paiute history. 

“There was a massacre of men, women, and children there in 1865 during the Snake War,” said Barlese. “A lot of massacres hap-

pened during that time because the government wanted us annihilated. It was a war of genocide, really.” 

From Ceremony to Courtroom 

In July 2021, several tribal nations—including the Reno‑Sparks Indian Colony, Burns Paiute Tribe, and Atsa Koodakuh wyh Nuwu 

(People of Red Mountain)—sued the U.S. government and the BLM. They argued that the agency had failed to provide meaningful 

consultation under the National Historic Preservation Act and contested claims that the open-pit mine site was the actual massacre 

location. Federal courts, including U.S. District Judge Miranda Du, rejected the tribes’ claims, finding the evidence insufficient to halt 

construction or archaeological work and that the BLM had acted in good faith. (Though in August 2022, the BLM would acknowledge 

the 1865 massacre of Paiute people at Thacker Pass—more than a year after tribal leaders first raised the issue.) 

Meanwhile, protests at the site grew. Organizers estimated that nearly a thousand people visited Thacker Pass during the summer of 

2021, as Native land defenders and allies established prayer camps and held ceremonies intended to delay construction. 

Their presence became the centerpiece of a civil lawsuit filed by Lithium Nevada Corporation, the entity pursuing legal action in con-

nection with Thacker Pass, accusing Barlese and six others of trespass, nuisance, and interference with business operations. 

Supporters of the protestors have described the company’s lawsuit as a SLAPP, suggesting it was intended to intimidate community 

voices and discourage participation in prayer and ceremony at Thacker Pass. (Read Lithium Americas’ response to research on 

SLAPPs). 

In court, Native prayer and ceremony were framed not as protected tradition or peaceful protest, but as trespass. Even so, Barlese 

told the Las Vegas Review-Journal that defending ancestral lands—particularly those beyond reservation boundaries and increasing-

ly threatened by development—remains a responsibility he cannot set aside. 

What the Land Holds 

To “speak for the animals, the plants, the four-legged”, Barlese said, has long been a part of Paiute identity and responsibility, and 

regardless of government claims, it is his people who remain the land’s caretakers. 

This is especially true at Thacker Pass, where the land is under unprecedented pressure. The lithium extracted here is destined for 

batteries in electric cars and electronics—a development proponents say is essential for cutting greenhouse gas emissions 

and advancing clean energy—but the project consumes vast amounts of water, diesel, and chemicals, and threatens the habitats of 

species such as golden eagles, pronghorn antelope, and greater sage-grouse. 

“Besides being a massacre site, there’s so much medicine there–herbs, roots, food. And they’re destroying everything,” he said. “I 

know technology can be good—I use a cell phone—but it’s also destructive. Nothing good can come of it.” 

After the Case, the Responsibility Remains 

By the end of 2023, the legal case against Barlese and the other land defenders was quietly resolved. It never went to trial, and the 

terms were not made public. Reporting and activist groups describe the resolution as a settlement, which allowed the defendants to 

avoid further legal risk—but it left broader questions of justice and the Paiute people’s spiritual stewardship unresolved. 



Though he no longer visits Thacker Pass—he said seeing the devastation would be too painful—Barlese is neither bitter nor de-

terred, remaining steadfast in his mission. 

 

Over the years, I’ve learned that my spiritual belief is what keeps me going,” he said. “Otherwise I would’ve given up a long time 

ago. But I’m stubborn, and I’ll be here for a long time teaching people, sharing everything I know.” 

 

Among his ongoing duties as elder, Barlese continues to document oral histories and maps sacred sites across northern Nevada and 

Oregon, preserving knowledge for younger generations.  

 

“The knowledge of a spiritual elder continues as long as even one person is willing to learn,” he said, noting a young man in the  

community has already expressed interest in following his path. 

 

Barlese is also committed to repatriating human remains held in museums and universities, including collections at UC Berkeley. 

Returning these ancestors to their home land, he said, is another way of protecting the land and honoring Paiute tradition. 

 

“It’s a big responsibility to bring them back and rebury them, put them back in the ground where they belong,” he said.  They may 

be long gone, they may just be bones, but our tradition says we’ve got to take care of them. We always say we’re walking on the 

dust of our ancestors. That’s our connection to this land.” 

 

And, of course, the fight to steward the land and protect sacred sites remains far from over—and is not limited to Nevada. 

 

The Bureau of Land Management has recently approved lithium exploration projects along the same McDermitt Caldera that the 

Thacker Pass project is part of, only further north in southeastern Oregon’s. This includes new drill sites and access roads across 

public lands, signaling that development pressure is spreading. 

 

Though the proposed sites are on public land, the region lies within the Northern Paiute’s ancestral territory and retains deep cul-

tural and spiritual significance–and Barlese intends to be there as well when construction officially begins. 

 

“They’re saying if we do it again, we’ll get sued again. I’m not bitter. I’m not hateful. All I know is we will do it again.” 

 

For now, the court papers will serve as burn material in future sweat lodge ceremonies. 

Author: Hannah Truby 

Hannah Truby is a reporter, photographer, and managing editor at the Sierra Nevada Ally, specializing in long-

form features and explanatory journalism. Her work explores the intersections of civil life, culture, and the 

environment, with a focus on human-centered, nuanced storytelling. She holds a Master’s in Journalism from 

the University of Nevada, Reno, and a B.A. in English and German linguistics, bringing a deep reverence for 

language, culture and place to every story she tells. 
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Pyramid Lake JR/SR High School, April 20, 

2026: Mr. Estrada’s welding students have 

been hard at work, creating a new build for 

the baseball and softball field entrance. 

Great job bringing skill and craftsmanship to 

improve our campus!  




