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Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

Suspect Has Been Arraigned and 
Indicted in the Death of Anna Marie 

Scott—June 3, 2026. 

 

“Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 
Statement Regarding Recent 

Developments in the Anna  
Marie Scott Case” 

 

(Reno, NV – June 3, 2026) - The 
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony (RSIC) 
acknowledges the recent develop-
ments in the investigation into the 
tragic death of Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Tribal Member, Anna Marie Scott. 

Anna Marie was more than a name 
in a case—she was a beloved moth-

er, daughter, granddaughter, sister, cousin, auntie, and 
friend whose life mattered deeply to her family and com-
munity. Her loss has left a lasting impact on Native commu-
nities throughout Nevada and beyond. This month serves 
as a particularly poignant reminder of the life that was tak-
en too soon. On June 10th, Anna Marie would have cele-
brated her 28th birthday.  

For years, Anna Marie’s family, friends, and supporters 
have carried the weight of grief while continuing to seek 
answers, accountability, and justice. We recognize their 
strength, perseverance, and commitment to ensuring Anna 
Marie is remembered. 

While the arrest has been made in this case involving Del 
Shay Astor, an enrolled member of RSIC, the legal process 
remains ongoing. Out of respect for the integrity of the ju-
dicial process and all parties involved, the Reno-Sparks In-
dian Colony will not comment on specific allegations con-
nected to the investigation. We trust that the legal system 
will allow the facts to be fully presented and addressed 
through due process. 

“Our hearts remain with Anna Marie’s children, family, and 
loved ones who have endured years of uncertainty and 
loss,” said Chairman Daryl D. Gardipe. “RSIC remains com-
mitted to supporting efforts that address the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Relatives crisis and improve public 
safety throughout Tribal communities. We encourage any-
one with information related to crimes, missing persons, 
violence, or suspicious activity to report it to the appropri-
ate authorities. Community safety depends on trust, collab-
oration, and the willingness to speak up when something is 
wrong.” 

We understand that cases such as this affect entire com-
munities. We continue to prioritize fostering an environ-
ment where victims, families, and community members feel 
supported, respected, and safe when seeking help or re-
porting concerns. 

RSIC thanks the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the 
United States Attorney’s Office, the Washoe County Sher-
iff's Office, the Bureau of Indian Affairs Office of Justice 
Services, Pyramid Lake Tribal Police Department, RSIC 
Tribal Police Department, and the many investigators, law 
enforcement personnel, victim advocates, and prosecutors 
who dedicated countless hours to this case. We also extend 
our appreciation to our media partners who helped keep 
Anna Marie’s story in the public eye that ensured her name 
and story were not forgotten.  

As this case proceeds through the judicial system, we ask 
the public to keep Anna Marie’s family, children, and loved 
ones in their thoughts and prayers. 

Anna Marie Scott's life mattered. She will not be forgotten. 
 
About the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

The Reno-Sparks Indian Colony formed a federally recog-
nized government in 1936 under the Indian Reorganization 
Act.  Located in Reno & Sparks, Nev., the RSIC consists of 
1382 members from three Great Basin Tribes – the 
Washoe, Paiute and Western Shoshone tribes. The RSIC is 
a vibrant, diverse organization, which balances traditional 
teachings and rich culture with contemporary business 
methods. Our mission is to offer opportunities for tribal 
members to improve their lives and enhance tribal values 
by making community programs, services, and projects 
available; while educating the general public about our his-
tory, culture and modern lifestyle.  

To learn more about the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony’s com-
munity, culture, departments, economic development, busi-
ness opportunities, and services, please contact Bethany 
Sam, Public Relations Officer, at 775-842-2902 
or bsam@rsic.org.  
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For more information on the Anna Scott case, please see page 4 





By Kelsey Penrose 

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 

 

During an impromptu press conference Wednesday, Washoe County Sheriff Darin Balaam announced suspect 
Delshay Astor has been charged with second-degree murder in the case of Anna Marie Scott, a 23-year-old  
Paiute mother of two, who was found shot to death in the trunk of a burning car on the I-580 Galena Bridge 
four years ago. 

However, in a continuance of WCSO’s treatment of this case over the past four years, details were virtually non 
existent, no prior notice of the conference was provided to the media or the community ahead of time, and  
Balaam stated they will not answer any questions relating to the investigation as it is “active.” 

However, once an arrest has been made, probable cause and initial court filings are public information, so it’s 
unclear at this time why information remains blocked, or why Balaam did not indicate what the suspect had 
been charged with. Despite being third in the queue during the conference, that information came from United 
States Attorney for the District of Nevada Sigal Chattah.  
 
Scott was found four years ago shot to death inside the trunk of a burning car on the I-580 Galena bridge. 
Since her death, the WCSO has refused to provide even the most basic information relating to the  
circumstances surrounding her death including when she was killed, what type of car she was found in or who 
owned it, what her movements leading up to the discovery of her body had been among other repeated  
questions. Carson Now has reached every anniversary of Scott’s death with renewed requests for information, 
and questions on when a case is considered “cold,” but has never received any response.  
 
During the conference, Balaam said that they have “never forgotten” Scott, and “have been working tirelessly 
to bring her family justice.”  

“I first want to acknowledge the profound loss suffered by the family, friends, and loved ones of Anna Scott,” 
Balaam said. “More than four years have passed since Anna’s life was taken, yet the pain of her absence  
remains. While today’s proceedings cannot undo that loss or erase the grief carried by those who knew and 
loved her, we hope they represent a meaningful step toward accountability and justice in her memory.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balaam was joined by Special Agent in Charge of the FBI, Las Vegas office Christopher S. Delzotto, along with 
United States Attorney for the District of Nevada Sigal Chattah.  

Delzotto described the crime as “senseless” and said the FBI and its partners “will not tolerate crimes against 
Native American women.” 

I also want to take a moment to acknowledge the tremendous efforts of everyone involved 
in this investigation, express my gratitude to our federal law enforcement partners and 
prosecutorial partners, and reaffirm to the Washoe County community our unwavering 
commitment to pursuing justice regardless of the time, complexity, or resources required. 
The pursuit of justice does not end when a case grows cold or years pass without answers. 
We remain steadfast in our responsibility to victims, their families, and our community to 
continue seeking the truth, holding offenders accountable, and ensuring that no case is for-
gotten.  

Arrest made in Anna Marie Scott murder case; Washoe County Sheriff continues 
blocking questions surrounding investigation 
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He also thanked the law enforcement partners and the media for assisting in “raising awareness around violent 
crime.” 
 
 “It is our hope that this case serves as a reminder that regardless of the duration of investigations, our  
commitment to seeking justice for victims and their families remains unwavering. FBI Las Vegas has a strong, 
longstanding commitment to investigating violent crime on tribal lands alongside our law enforcement partners. 
We do not forget. We do not give up, and we will hold violent offenders accountable, no matter how long it 
takes. 

The FBI and our partners will continue working to reduce violent crime on our state’s reservations and hold 
those who commit crimes accountable. Today marks the beginning of the process to hold Mr. Astor accountable 
for his reckless and violent actions which resulted in the tragic death of Anna. The impact of her loss is felt 
deeply across so many lives and hearts.  Her presence, love, and light are profoundly missed, and her absence 
leaves an irreplaceable void.” 
 
Despite being third in the queue, Chattah was the first to give any specific information relating to the case. She 
said Astor was indicted by a Grand Jury in US District Court on one count of second-degree murder that  
occurred within Indian Country.   
 
“This case should also serve as a reminder that every victim matters. Every life has value, and no person 
should be forgotten simply because time has passed. I too heard and saw the primal cry for justice from Anna’s 
family, friends, and community For accountability for a crime so brutal, it should truly shock the conscience of 
every human being, whether or not they personally knew Anna. For four years, Anna’s family, friends, and 
loved ones carried the weight of unanswered questions and unresolved loss.  

Today’s indictment reflects my commitment that no victim will be reduced to a file number or a statistic in this 
district.  Anna’s memory will not be forgotten, nor will my office fail to pursue justice and accountability for her, 
her children, her family, her friends, and her community she left behind. I’d also like to take a moment to  
commend AUSA [Assistant United States Attorney] Penelope Brady for her expeditious and diligent work in  
investigating and charging this case and assure, personally assure, Anna’s family and friends that this is just 
the beginning of our pursuit of justice for Anna.” 
 
News of the press conference was confirmed only 45 minutes prior to its start (by other news media agencies) 
and no information was provided on what it was about, only that it related to “a homicide investigation.” In  
addition, WCSO’s stream of the conference was not fully functional, as stated by commenters on the live feed. 

At the time of publication, no official information or press releases have been released by the Washoe County 
Sheriff’s Office, aside from what was stated during the press conference.  

Carson Now was provided information of the press conference by a third party, but WCSO provided no notice 
of the press conference occurring, nor did they return calls or emails requesting information about if the  
conference was actually occurring. One representative Carson Now did get ahold of said they “had no idea” 
what we were referring to.  

The Carson City Sheriff’s Office, who had responded with WCSO to the initial call for the murder, was also not 
informed of the press conference, or that an arrest had been made.   

It is unclear why the press or other partnering law enforcement agencies were not informed about the arrest, 
or the conference.  

This is a developing story, and we will update with information when or if it becomes available.  

Conti’d from page 4 



Washoe County School District Facebook Post—June 2, 2026: 

 

Natchez Elementary School has a lot to celebrate! Their student soccer program scored a $1,000 grant from Capital 

Glass and Nevada Sports Net—and even stepped into the studio to film a commercial. Plus, student Ecko Dunn 

earned $529 toward a college savings account for perfect attendance, showing that showing up really pays off.  
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