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Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe  

Total Acres: Bug 93,733 acres / Stallion 40,691 acres  

Start Dates: Bug: 8/8/26 Stallion: 8/10/26  

Containment: Bug 97% / Stallion 98%  

Causes: Bug: Human. Stallion: Human.  

The Stallion Fire began on August 10, 2026, in the Virginia Range 
Mountains. This human caused vegetation fire (the cause has yet 
to be identified as of August 27, 2026) began near Stallion Drive 
and Rodero Road in Palomino Valley, and quickly spread north-
east throughout the day. By night, fueled by wind and the chimney 
fire effect within the numerous canyons in the Virginia Range, the 
Stallion Fire became a threat to Nixon.  

NV Energy cut the power to Nixon on Monday night as they deter-
mined threat to their power poles on the Flats along State Route 
447. Multiple Tribal departments came together to form an Inci-
dent Command Center at the Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic. 
That night of August 10th, the fire had come down from the 
mountains and stopped at base, forming south back through the 
range. 

Evacuation centers were quickly established in Wadsworth, which 
had the facilities necessary to temporarily house those fleeing the 
threat of the Stallion Fire; the Wadsworth Community Center, the 
Wadsworth Daycare Center and the Food Distribution Program. 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal Staff coordinated and manned these 
facilities as NV Energy cut their power to Nixon.  

Meanwhile on August 10th, the Fred Mountain Fire was growing 
in size near Lemmon Valley; this fire was started by an arsonist 
who had then confessed and was arrested by the Washoe County 
Sheriffôs Department. The Bug Fire, which had started on August 
8, 2026, east of Highway 395 and south of Bringman Road in Las-
sen County, had merged into the Fred Mountain Fire. The Fred 
Mountain Fire and Bug Fire were then labeled as Bug Fire by offi-
cials. The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe had given permission for 
firefighting aircraft to pick up water from the lake in order to com-
bat these fires on August 10th, in which the lake was closed down 
to activities through August 17th. 

The Bug Fire began spreading through the Red Rock area and be-
came a threat to all those communities, including the Hungry Val-
ley area, which prompted evacuations. The Bug Fire continued to 
grow into the Palomino Valley area, which prompted a power 
shutdown by NV Energy. Sutcliffe was now considered threatened 
both by the Bug Fire and Stallion Fire.  

Red Cross was able to come in and provide food, water and supply 
our evacuation facilities, allowing Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal 
Members to come in and eat, or to take home to their families. The 

Boys and Girls Club of Fernley and Famous Daveôs had also pro-
vided hot meals to those in need, as many had lost their refrigerat-
ed food during the power loss in Nixon and Sutcliffe. Pyramid 
Lake Tribal Council members, Nathan Dunn and Loren Decker 
spearheaded food delivery and transportation to those in Sutcliffe 
at the Sutcliffe Community Building during this time. Josh Davis 
and Stacia Fallingstar cooked up some meals for residents as well. 

Many individuals had come together to provide and cook, and it 
was good to see all this come together during this chaotic time. 

 On Tuesday, August 11th, Nurses from the Pyramid Lake Tribal 
Health Clinic set out and began visiting elders in these two com-
munities. Transit buses were organized to pick up anyone interest-
ed in leaving in Sutcliffe during the power outage to be transport-
ed to a Wadsworth evacuation center. Pyramid Lake Fire/EMS and 
Pyramid Lake Police Department kept the ICC updated with the 
firesô progress towards the community; their constant monitoring 
assured Tribal officials that Sutcliffe was not in any fireôs path, but 
as any seasoned wildland firefighter would tell you, that could 
change at any moment.  

Pyramid Highway (State Highway 445) was shut down by Nevada 
Department of Transportation and Nevada State Police; the Neva-
da National Guard were called in to assist evacuating Palomino 
Valley citizens, so Sutcliffe Community members could only trav-
el towards Nixon to access Reno through the I-80 Freeway. Spot 
fires from the Stallion Fire climbed down towards Blockhouse and 
Popcorn Rock beaches, by were stopped  by the road (State Route 
446) by firefighting personnel. 

Thursday, August 12th, the area received an unexpected Alertða 
tornado warning. Hail, intense rain and wind began sweeping 
through Reno/Sparks and Storey County, the tornado expected to 
cross through the I-80 corridor through Wadsworth. The rain was 
helpful in knocking away at the Stallion Fire, coming in to assist 
firefighters attacking the fires in the region. This, in turn, caused 
some flooding in various areas. Most notably, the roads to the Pyr-
amid, and Hardscrabble canyon. 

With the help of the rain, continued fire suppression efforts, the 
Bug and Stallion fires were slowed. By August 24th, both fires 
were contained at 97% and 98%.  

The Hawk Fire, started on Peavine Peak August 26, 2026, flared 
up by unknown human causes, and burned down 47 Reno homes, 
one known death, and caused evacuations in the North Valleys 
area. This fire is still ongoing as of August 28, 2026. 

ððArticle written by Michelle Mix, Administrative Assistant, 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe. 





�W�Z�}�š�}�•�����Ç�����]���v�����D�]�š���Z���o�o�V�������o�]�À���Œ�Ç���}�(��
�(�}�}�������Ç���š�Z�����&���Œ�v�o���Ç�����}�Ç�•���˜���'�]�Œ�o�•�����o�µ�� 

�W�Z�}�š�}�•�����Ç���E���À���������E���Ÿ�}�v���o���'�µ���Œ�� 

�W�Z�}�š�}�����Ç���E���š�Z���v�����µ�v�v 


